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The Bombardier Outlander 400, later rebranded under the Can-Am marque by BRP (Bombardier Recreational

Products), represents a pivotal era in All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV) engineering. Introduced in the early 2000s,

specifically the 2003–2006 models, the Outlander 400 H.O. (High Output) challenged the industry standards for

mid-sized utility quads. It combined a sophisticated Rotax powertrain with innovative chassis designs like the TTI

rear suspension and the SST frame. This article provides an exhaustive technical analysis, service manual

breakdown, and troubleshooting guide for owners, technicians, and enthusiasts looking to maintain or restore these

iconic machines.

The Historical Context and Evolution of the Outlander 400

In 2003, Bombardier launched the Outlander 400 as a direct competitor to the established Japanese and American

400cc class ATVs. At the time, the market was shifting toward independent suspension and higher-performance

four-stroke engines. The Outlander 400 was significant because it brought premium features—often reserved for

600cc+ machines—to the mid-displacement category. In 2006, BRP transitioned its ATV lineup from the

'Bombardier' name to 'Can-Am,' though the mechanical foundations of the Outlander 400 remained largely

consistent during this period.

The High Output (H.O.) Designation

The term H.O.stands for High Output. This wasn't merely a marketing buzzword; it referred to the specific tuning of

the Rotax engine. The 400 H.O. utilized a 4-valve head and a high-efficiency combustion chamber design that

allowed it to produce power figures comparable to larger 450cc or even some 500cc competitors of the era.

Understanding this engine's volumetric efficiency is key to diagnosing fuel delivery and exhaust issues.

Core Technical Specifications and Engine Architecture

At the heart of the Outlander 400 is the Rotax 400 H.O. engine. This single-cylinder, four-stroke engine was

designed for durability and a wide powerband. Below are the core engineering specifications that defined the 2003–

2006 models:

•  Displacement: 376cc (often rounded to 400).

•  Engine Type: Single-cylinder, liquid-cooled, SOHC, 4-valve.

•  Bore x Stroke: 82mm x 71mm.

•  Compression Ratio: 10.3:1.

•  Fuel System: Mikuni BSR33 carburetor (Early models) / Fuel Injection (Later transitions).

•  Cooling: Liquid-cooled with a high-capacity radiator and thermostatically controlled electric fan.

•  Lubrication: Wet sump system with a capacity of approximately 2.5 liters (2.6 US quarts).

The Surrounding Spar Technology (SST) Frame

Unlike traditional tubular frames used by competitors, the Outlander 400 featured the SST Frame. This design used

a single, continuous steel spar that housed the drivetrain. The benefits of the SST frame included a lower center of

gravity and significantly fewer welds, which reduced the risk of structural fatigue and allowed the vehicle to 'slide'



over obstacles more easily due to its narrow bottom profile.

Torsional Trailing Arm Independent (TTI) Rear Suspension

One of the most distinct technical features of the Outlander 400 is the TTI rear suspension. Most ATVs of the era

used dual A-arm setups. The TTI system utilizes two independent trailing arms that pivot forward of the rear

wheels. This ensures that the wheels move vertically rather than in a 'scrubbing' arc, which maintains a consistent

contact patch and eliminates tire scrub, significantly improving stability in high-speed cornering and rough terrain.

Comprehensive Lubrication and Maintenance Requirements

Maintaining the 2003–2006 Outlander 400 requires strict adherence to fluid specifications to ensure the longevity of 

the Rotax engine and the complex CVT (Continuously Variable Transmission) system. Technical data confirms that 

the engine oil capacity is 2.5 liters when changing the filter.

Oil Viscosity and Selection

The choice of oil is critical due to the high-revving nature of the 400 H.O. engine. Owners should select oil based on

their operational climate:



Climate Condition Recommended Oil Viscosity Service Interval

Tropical / Hot (&gt; 20°C) SAE 10W-40 or 20W-50 Every 100 hours or 1 year

Normal / Temperate SAE 10W-40 Synthetic Blend Every 100 hours or 1 year

Arctic / Cold (&lt; 0°C) SAE 5W-30 Full Synthetic Every 50 hours or 6 months

It is highly recommended to use oils meeting JASO MAspecifications to ensure the centrifugal clutch components

within the CVT housing are not compromised by friction modifiers found in standard automotive oils.

Transmission and Differential Fluids

The Outlander 400 uses separate reservoirs for the gearbox and the differentials. The front differential utilizes the 

Visco-Loksystem, which is a speed-sensing progressive auto-locking differential. This system requires specific

75W-90 or 80W-90 gear oil to function correctly without chatter.

Drivetrain Analysis: The CVT and Visco-Lok System

The Continuously Variable Transmission (CVT) on the Outlander 400 is a dry-clutch system. It consists of a

primary (drive) clutch, a secondary (driven) clutch, and a heavy-duty reinforced rubber belt. Proper cooling of this

system is achieved via an intake and exhaust ducting system that uses the primary clutch as a centrifugal fan.

Visco-Lok Front Differential Mechanics

The Visco-Loksystem is a hallmark of BRP engineering. Unlike manual lockers that require the rider to stop and

engage a switch, Visco-Lok monitors the speed difference between the front wheels. When one wheel loses

traction and spins faster than the other, a silicone-based pump inside the differential increases pressure on a clutch

pack, progressively locking the two wheels together. This allows for seamless transitions from 3-wheel drive to true

4-wheel drive without steering kickback.

Step-by-Step Technical Field Guide: Carburetor Maintenance

A common issue reported in the JSON data involves the 2004 Outlander 400 stalling when gas is applied. This

is frequently a symptom of a lean condition or a torn vacuum slide diaphragm in the Mikuni carburetor. Below is the

technical procedure for addressing this failure mode:

1.  Access the Carburetor: Remove the seat, side panels, and the airbox snorkel. Loosen the intake boot clamps.

2.  Diaphragm Inspection: Remove the top cap of the carburetor. Carefully inspect the rubber diaphragm for 

pinholes or tears. Even a microscopic hole will prevent the slide from lifting when the throttle is opened, causing the 

engine to stall.

3.  Jet Cleaning: Remove the float bowl. Use pressurized carb cleaner and compressed air to clear the Pilot Jet 

(responsible for idle to 1/4 throttle) and the Main Jet (1/4 to full throttle).

4.  Fuel Screw Adjustment: Ensure the pilot screw is set to approximately 2 to 2.5 turns out from lightly seated.

5.  Vacuum Leak Check: Reassemble and spray a small amount of starting fluid around the intake boot while 

the engine is idling. If the RPMs surge, the intake boot is cracked and drawing air.

Comparative Analysis: Outlander 400 vs. Outlander MAX 400

The "MAX" designation indicates a long-wheelbase chassis designed specifically for two-up riding (driver and



passenger). This wasn't just a longer seat; it was a fundamental change in chassis geometry.



Feature Standard Outlander 400 Outlander MAX 400

Wheelbase 49 inches (1,244 mm) 57 inches (1,447 mm)

Passenger Seat N/A Integrated with handholds and 
backrest

Turning Radius Standard Increased due to longer wheelbase

Stability Agile / Sporty High stability on inclines

Dry Weight Approx. 600 lbs Approx. 640 lbs

Troubleshooting Common Failure Modes

Based on service manual data and field reports from 2003–2006 models, technicians should be aware of the

following common issues:

1. Electrical System and Stator Failure

The Outlander 400 uses a permanent magnet alternator (stator) system. A common failure point is the Voltage 

Regulator/Rectifier. Symptoms include a dead battery, dimming lights, or the speedometer 'freezing.' Use a

multimeter to check the battery voltage while the engine is running at 3000 RPM; it should read between 13.5V and

14.5V. If it exceeds 15V or stays below 12.5V, the regulator is likely faulty.

2. Inboard Rear Brake Squeal

The 2003-2005 models featured an inboard rear brake system, where the brake disc is mounted on the rear

driveshaft rather than the wheels. While this protects the disc from mud and rocks, it can lead to overheating and

squealing if the caliper is not properly centered. Service manuals suggest checking the slide pins for corrosion

every 500 miles.

3. Engine Overheating

If the 400 H.O. engine runs hot, the first component to check is the radiator fins. Due to the low mounting position,

they frequently clog with mud. Secondarily, the cooling fan relay is a known weak point. You can bypass the relay to

test the fan motor by applying 12V directly to the fan connector.

The Importance of OEM Parts and Service Manuals

As noted in the technical data, using OEM (Original Equipment Manufacturer)parts is vital for the Outlander

400, particularly for CVT belts and internal engine gaskets. The BRP drive belt (Part #715700147 or equivalent) is

designed with specific cord tension and rubber compounds that aftermarket belts often fail to replicate, leading to

premature slipping or 'glazing' of the clutch sheaves.

Furthermore, owning a Service Repair Manual (PDF or Hardcopy)is indispensable. These manuals provide the

specific torque sequences for the cylinder head (essential for the 4-valve Rotax) and the intricate wiring diagrams

needed to troubleshoot the ignition system and the 4WD engagement solenoid.

Procedural Guide: Changing the Drive Belt



For many owners, the CVT belt is the most frequently serviced component. Here is the technical workflow for a belt

replacement on a 2006 Can-Am Outlander 400:

1.  Preparation: Ensure the machine is in neutral and the engine is completely cool.

2.  Cover Removal: Remove the 10+ bolts securing the CVT cover. Note that some bolts may be different 

lengths; track their positions.

3.  Spreading the Secondary: Use a specialized M8 x 1.25 bolt (often included in the tool kit) and thread it into 

the dedicated hole on the secondary clutch. This spreads the sheaves, releasing tension on the belt.

4.  Inspection: Before installing the new belt, inspect the clutch sheaves for grooves, debris, or rubber deposits. 

Clean with brake cleaner and a Scotch-Brite pad.

5.  Installation: Slide the new belt on, ensuring the direction of rotation arrows on the belt point toward the front 

of the vehicle.

6.  Seating: Remove the spreader bolt and rotate the primary clutch by hand until the belt rises to the top of the 

secondary sheave.

Synthesizing the Outlander 400 Legacy

The Bombardier and Can-Am Outlander 400 remains a benchmark for what a mid-sized utility ATV can achieve. Its

engineering—marked by the high-output Rotax engine, the space-efficient SST frame, and the maintenance-heavy

but effective TTI suspension—created a platform that was both capable of grueling work and spirited trail riding.

While the 2003–2006 models are now reaching the 'vintage' status in the ATV world, their mechanical robustness

ensures they remain viable today, provided they are maintained with the precision outlined in their technical service

manuals.

Understanding the nuances of the 400cc H.O. powertrain, from its 2.5-liter oil capacity to the specific requirements

of the Visco-Lok differential, allows owners to extract maximum performance. Whether addressing the common

carburetor stalling issues or performing a routine CVT belt change, the key lies in technical accuracy and the use of

quality components. As the transition from Bombardier to Can-Am proved, the brand's commitment to innovation

was well-founded in the mechanical success of the Outlander 400 series.
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